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K63095 Lance Corporal John (Jack) Albert Andros of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry was killed in action on 22 July 1943 and is buried at the Agira Canadian War Cemetery, Sicily.  Jack was born on 30 March 1920 in Victoria, British Columbia.  At the age of three he moved with his family to Weyburn, Saskatchewan where he started school at the North Weyburn School.  The family moved to Vanderhoof, British Columbia when he was eight years old.  In Vanderhoof, Jack Andros completed grade eight leaving school at seventeen to work as a farmer and later as a labourer for Mr. William Faith a building contractor in Fort St. John, British Columbia.  Jack joined the Canadian Army in Vanderhoof, British Columbia on 11 July 1940 and was taken on strength to the Canadian Scottish Regiment stationed in Victoria.  He was admitted to the Esquimalt Military Hospital on from 21 to 26 August 1940. On 26 November 1940 he was transferred to the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry in Winnipeg where he took advanced infantry training at the A15 Infantry Training Centre.  While at the training centre he completed driver wheel course in October of 1941.  Pte Andros proceed overseas as a reinforcement arriving in England on 22 November 1941 and was taken on strength to the 1st Canadian Infantry Holding Unit.  He joined the Patricia’s on 22 March 1942.  From 28 June to 10 July 1942 he was attached to 3 Field Company, Royal Canadian Engineers.  He was promoted to Acting Lance Corporal on 26 April 1943.  L/Cpl Andros landed on the beaches of Sicily with ‘C’ Company of the regiment.  He fought with the Patricia’s advancing north through Grammichele, Piazza Armerina, and Valguarnera. The Patricia’s advance to the edge of the town of Leonforte and established a firm base for the Edmonton Regiment to assault the town.  The Eddies took a large portion of the town before the German unleashed a counter attack on the dispersed companies.  The men from Edmonton held in Company defended localities waiting for reinforcements from the Second Brigade.  Prior to the attack the enemy had blown the only bridge into town so the engineers working under fire put a span across the gap.  Not knowing the fate of the Edmonton Regiment the brigade ordered a dash to the town which was conducted by ‘C’ Company and tanks of the Three Rivers Regiment.  Charlie Company moved quickly under indirect and small arms fire to the edge of town and then assaulted to the centre relieving the headquarters company of the Eddies.  The Patricia Company continued to clear the town without the aid of armour.  Two more companies were committed to the battle linking up with Charlie Company to successfully evict the enemy from the town and surrounding hills.  During this heavy house to house fighting, L/Cpl Andros was killed in action.  After the battle he was buried north of Leonforte and after the war was reburied at the Canadian War Cemetery.  L/Cpl Andros was awarded the 1939-45 Star, Italy Star, Defence Medal, War Medal and the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp.  He was the son of John Hewett and Francis Victoria Andros of Vanderhoof, British Columbia.  L/Cpl Andros was the twin brother of Ralph William Andros who fought in the same company of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry.  He was the brother of Clifford Arnold Andros  who served in the RCN, Shirley Louise Andros of Vanderhoof and Norma Harriette Andros of Vanderhoof, British Columbia.
Andros Lake, British Columbia (map sheet 93F/9) 53° 32’ 40”N  124° 28’ 00”W, located south west of Prince George, British Columbia was named in his honour on 15 February 1983.
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