Crabtree, J.C., Lt.
[bookmark: _GoBack]P22281 Lieutenant John Collins Crabtree of the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry was killed in action on 23 May 1944 and is buried at the Cassino War Cemetery, Italy.  Jack as he was known was born in Regina, Saskatchewan on 12 April 1920 and grew up in the city where he graduated from the Sacred Heart School and the Central Collegiate.  He joined the Militia serving with the Regina Rifle Regiment from 7 December 1934 to 15 May 1938 as a rifleman.  Following his education he took employment as a civil servant working as a clerk for the Federal Government of Canada.  On 15 May 1938 he transferred to the Permanent Force as an infantryman in the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry stationed at Fort Osborne Barracks in Winnipeg.  When the Patricia’s mobilized for war, Pte Crabtree transferred to the Canadian Active Service Force on 1 September 1939.  On transfer he was immediately appointed as a Lance Corporal.  On 26 November 1939 he was promoted to Corporal.  Cpl Crabtree deployed with the regiment overseas arriving in Greenock, Scotland on 30 December 1939.  He went on the NCO’s Qualification Course at the Canadian Training School during the summer of 1941.  In August of 1941 the Patricia’s became part of Force 111 which was assembling in Scotland for operations at Spitsbergen.  The force was to destroy the coal facilities on the island in the arctic.  The force was downsized and the Patricia’s did not deploy returning to 1 Canadian Infantry Division’s area in England.  In November 1941 he returned to the school to be employed as an instructor.  Cpl Crabtree took the 3” Mortar Course at the 47th (London) Division School in December of 1941.  On 25 January 1942 he was appointed Acting Lance Sergeant.  A/L/Sgt Crabtree took the Small Arms Course in March 1942 and was promoted to Acting Sergeant.  A/Sgt Crabtree remained there to instruct at the No.4 Wing Junior Leaders School.   After returning to the regiment he was confirmed in the rank of Sergeant on 7 June 1942.  Sgt Crabtree was selected for officers training and repatriated back to Canada 17 December 1942.  After leave he went on course as a Cadet to Gordon Head, British Columbia.  At the Officers Training Centre he completed officers training, graduating on 17 April 1943 and was commission as a Provisional 2nd Lieutenant.  2Lt Crabtree completed Infantry Officers Course at A15 Canadian Infantry Training Centre in Shilo, Manitoba on 21 May 1942 and was promoted to Lieutenant.  Again he went overseas arriving in England on 14 July 1943 where he was posted to the 1st Canadian Infantry Reinforcement Unit.  Lt Crabtree took the Infantry Officers Wireless Course in August of 1943.  In November he was attached to the School of Infantry for a refresher on the mortar and remained at the school as an instructor until December 1943.  In February of 1944 he sailed for Italy arriving in theatre on 3 March 1944.  He was back with the Patricias on 14 May 1944 when they were on the move to the Liri Valley for the assault on the Hitler Line.  On 23 May 1944 the 2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade would assault in the Forme d’Aquino area in an attempt to breach the Hitler Line.  The Patricia’s attack was in the area between the gully of the Forme d’Aquino and the Aquino-Pontecorvo road.  ‘A’ and ‘C’ Companies would assault with ‘B’ Company passing through on the objective.  The two companies advanced at H-Hour and reached the enemy wire.  At this point the enemy anti tank guns opened fire destroying the armour support.  The Patricia’s continued without support and where hit by machine gun fire from the right flank and indirect fire causing them to be pinned down.  The regiment fought with determination and bravery but was unable to reach their finial objectives.  Meanwhile on the left the 1st Brigade broke through the line and the armour exploited the breach.  Their part in the battle cost the regiment dearly with 61 Patricia’s killed including Lt Crabtree.  He was buried in the Regimental Cemetery near Portecorvo and later that year he was laid to rest at the war cemetery.  Lt Crabtree was awarded the 1939-45 Star, Italy Star, Defence Medal, War Medal and the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp.   He was the son of George William and Margaret Crabtree of Regina, Saskatchewan.  
Crabtree Lake, Saskatchewan (map sheet 73H/15) 53° 58’N  104° 30’W, located in the Nipawin Provincial Park was named in his honour on 2 October 1952.
Crabtree Lake, Manitoba (map sheet 64N/12)  59° 33’ 40”N  101° 38’ 00”W, located in the north west corner of Manitoba was named in his honor on 26 April 1972.
