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SP21422 Regimental Sergeant-Major (Warrant Officer 1st Class) James Deans Wood DCM CD died on active service in Korea on 18 January 1951 and is buried at the United Nations Cemetery (Busan), South Korea.  James was born in Ranfurly, Alberta on 7 November 1915.  He attended school in Calgary, Alberta at the Parkhill Public School and the Sunnyside Public School.  His family moved to Vancouver where James Wood attended the Vancouver Technical School, specializing in woodworking and sheet metal work.  After achieving grade ten he left school to earn a living.  From 1933 to 1935 he was employed as a mechanics helper and truck driver in a garage in Vancouver.  He worked as a grocery clerk for two years and as a shipping clerk for American Canadian Company for a year.  During this time he joined the Militia on 1 February 1933 serving in the 11th Battalion, Canadian Machine Gun Corps.  He was employed first in a rifle platoon and then as a Lewis machine gunner.  While with the machine guns he was promoted to the rank of Corporal after qualifying on the Sergeant Instructors course in 1933.   James liked to play rugby and lacrosse.  He was also active as an amateur and professional boxer.  With Militia reorganization he was transferred to the 2nd Battalion, (Machine Gun) Canadian Scottish Regiment in January of 1935.  On 29 September 1936 he was transferred to the Permanent Force of the Canadian Army as a Private in the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry.  Pte Wood served in ‘B’ Company of the regiment located at Work Point Barracks, Esquimalt, British Columbia.  He was also employed as a driver in Transport Platoon for three months in 1938.  His brother Alvin Stewart Wood followed him joining the Patricia’s at Work Point on 30 October 1939.  Pte Wood qualified as a Motor Transport Driver on 27 July 1938.  In May of 1939 he qualified as a Cook, Class III.  He was appointed as an Acting Lance Corporal on 15 July 1939.  When war broke out he transferred to the Active Service Force on 1 September 1939.  On transfer he reverted to his permanent rank of Private.  The next day he was admitted to the Shaugnesy Military Hospital in Vancouver, British Columbia until his discharge back to the Patricia’s on 29 September 1939.  Pte Wood moved with the company to Winnipeg on 14 November 1939 to join with the rest of the regiment in preparation for overseas service.  A week later he was promoted to Corporal and the following month the regiment sailed out of Halifax arriving in Greenock, Scotland on 30 December 1939.  He was employed as a section commander.  From 5 to 13 April he was admitted to the Connaught Hospital.  Back in Canada, his father died on 7 June 1940.  While working as a Company Transport Corporal, Cpl Wood was injured on 2 July 1940 suffering from burns.  He was evacuated by No.5 Canadian Field Ambulance to No.15 Canadian General Hospital on 4 July 1940.  Ten days later he was released and posted to the 3rd Canadian Infantry Holding Unit.  On 1 August 1940 he was promoted to Acting Sergeant and employed as the Transport Sergeant for the unit.  During the summer of 1940 he completed the Special Drill Instructor’s Course.    A/Sgt Wood was charged with improperly used a Canadian Truck and Failed to go to his Quarters when ordered by his superior officer and reduced to the rank of Private on 9 June 1941.  He was promoted to Acting Corporal on 26 July 1941.  In order to rejoined his regiment he reverted to Private and rejoined the Patricia’s on 19 September 1941.  While being traded tested he was attached to the 2nd Light Aid Detachment, Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps from 6 to 17 January 1942.  He qualified as a Tech Storeman Group C.  On 24 January 1942 he was promoted to Acting Corporal and employed with Carrier Platoon.  He was promoted to Acting Sergeant on 6 March 1942.  A/Sgt Wood was employed as the Tech Sergeant for the regiment.  In 1942 he took the Driver Mechanic’s Course and the Regimental NCO Course.  He was confirmed in his present rank on 6 June 1942.  After training in England, Sgt Wood sailed with the PPCLI on Operation Husky assaulting the beaches of Sicily on 10 July 1943.  Initially he was employed as the Technical Sergeant and then as the Transport Sergeant for the Patricia’s.  He fought in all the actions of the Sicilian campaign and then on to Italy proper.  He remained with the regiment through the advance to Campobasso, the crossing of the Moro River, the battle at Villa Rogatti, and the Ortona battle.  On 30 December 1943 during the fighting at Ortona he was taken out of the line and later proceeded to England, arriving on 16 March 1944.  In England he was posted to the 1st Canadian Infantry Reinforcement Unit for Officer Candidate Selection Course.  Sgt Wood returned to Italy arriving in theatre on 29 July 1944 and rejoined the regiment at Florence on 12 August 1944.  During the fighting for the Gothic Line his brother was wounded in action on 28 August 1944.  He was appointed to Acting Company Sergeant-Major on 10 September 1944 as the regiment closed up to San Martino.  He took over as Company Sergeant-Major of ‘A’ Company.  During the fight on the San Martino ridge his brother Alvin was killed in action on 17 September 1944.  For his brave actions during the river crossing of the Savio he was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal as per Canada Gazette dated 17 February 1945.  His citation reads as follows;
“On Oct 20 1944, The Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry was ordered to secure a bridgehead over the river Savio.  ‘A’ Company’s task was to establish a bridgehead between Medni and Saladini.  It had not been possible to make a thorough reconnaissance of the proposed crossing place or of the approaches to the river previous to the attack owing to their exposed position.  The attack was launched at 1710 hours under extremely heavy fire from enemy machine guns, mortars and artillery, and over ground that was found to be mined.  The crossing was accordingly found to be an extremely dangerous undertaking owing to this enemy opposition and to the swollen nature of the river.  Completely disregarding these dangers, Sgt-Major Wood who arrived at the river with the leading elements, remained there under fire during the whole crossing and personally assisted seventeen non-swimmers across to the other bank.  A reconnaissance of the objective, in which he took part, revealed that it was very strongly held by machine guns from well concealed positions.  While the company moved to surround the position Sgt-Major Wood worked his way forward to within 85 yards of the position and then, dashing across the open stretch of ground he threw hand grenades into one of the machine gun posts killing two of the enemy and forcing three into the open where they were taken prisoners.  On the afternoon of the 21 October while he was escorting a wounded officer to the river crossing at Tay an enemy sniper opened fire at close range from a dug-in position.  Sgt-Major Wood immediately attacked this position with hand grenades, killing one German and capturing two others.  Throughout the whole operation, covering two days, this Warrant Officer showed great courage and a complete disregard for his own personal safety.  He personally killed three enemy in dug outs and captured five; at all times his actions, which were far beyond the normal call of duty, were an inspiration to all ranks in his company and a contributing factor to the success of the operation.”
On 24 December 1944 he was confirmed in his present rank.  At this time the regiment was fighting for the Naviglio Canal.  After the battle and subsequent defensive operations the Canadians were pulled out the line and started to move to North West Europe.  CSM Wood landed in Southern France on 14 March 1945 and began the long road move to Holland.  He continued to fight with the regiment in Holland until hostilities ended.  As a volunteer for the war in the Pacific he was rotated out to England on 13 June 1945 and repatriated arriving in Canada on 11 July 1945.  On 29 November 1945 he was accepted in the Interim Force of the Canadian Army and joined the 2nd Battalion of the Patricia’s in Shilo, Manitoba.  October of 1946 he transferred to the Regular Force and joined the regiment at Currie Barracks, Calgary, Alberta.  CSM Wood was attached to Fort Churchill, Manitoba from 10 November 1946 to 10 February 1947 while taking the Arctic Instructor’s Course.   During the month of March 1947 he was attached to the North West Highway System out of Whitehorse, Yukon.  James Wood married Miss Mary Norma Louise Tourigny at the Sacred Heart Church, Calgary, Alberta on 30 July 1947.  CSM Wood qualified as an Instructor Arctic Indoctrination Course while in Fort Churchill, Manitoba from 1 October 1947 to 9 April 1948.  He proceeded to Rivers, Manitoba where he took the jump course and was awarded his Canadian Parachute Badge on 15 December 1948.  The following year he completed the Airportability Course at Rivers, Manitoba.  CSM Wood took his discharge from the army on 30 September 1949 due to pressure from his wife and remained in Calgary, Alberta.  On release he joined the Militia and took a job with the Home Oil Company first as a service attendant and then as an office working at the head office of the company.  On formation of the Special Service Force for Korea, James rejoined the army on 6 September 1950 in Calgary, Alberta and was posted to the Patricia’s at Currie Barracks.  He was appointed as Support Company Sergeant-Major.  On 3 November 1950 he was selected for the position of Regimental Sergeant-Major for the 2nd Battalion which was in the process of forming up in Wainwright, Alberta.   RSM Wood deployed with the battalion to Fort Lewis, Washington and then sailed with the regiment on 25 November 1950.  The troopship Pvt. Joe P. Martinez arrived in the port of Pusan on 18 December 1950.  While preparing for operations a land mine demonstration was conducted on 17 January 1951.  RSM Wood was conducting the demonstration when the mine failed to detonate at Miryang, Korea.  When he went up to inspect the mine it detonated.  During the accidental mine explosion, RSM Wood was seriously wounded from fragments in the head, right arm and chest.  He was evacuated to No.4 Field Hospital (American) at Taegu, Korea.  After the surgeons fought for six hours to save his life, the RSM died of his wounds at 0645 on 18 January 1951.  His body was escorted by the Patricia’s to the regiment’s camp so his soldiers could pay their last respects.  The entire Battalion attended a low mass of requiem.  During the mass Father Vallely asked all to pray “to the great commander in chief, regardless of denomination each in his own way, that his spirit … might in death be an example.”  The Commanding Officer, Lt-Col. Stone said that the RSM died in action as surely as any.  RSM Wood was the first Canadian to fall during the Korean War and was laid to rest at the United Nations Cemetery with full military honours.   RSM Gardner of the 1st Battalion said; “I have never served with a better soldier.  With his death our regiment has lost one of the best Warrant Officers it ever had.  Jimmy was a true Patricia, No finer statement can be made of any man.”  RSM Wood for his service in World War Two was awarded the 1939-45 Star, Italy Star, France & Germany Star, Defence Medal, War Medal and the Canadian Volunteer Service Medal with Clasp.  For Service in Korea he was awarded the Korea Medal and the United Nations Service Medal.  In 1977 through the efforts of his wife he was awarded the Canadian Forces Decoration effective 28 September 1948.  RSM Wood was the son of John (Jack) Stewart and Jeanie Elizabeth Wood of Vancouver, British Columbia.  He was the husband of Mary Norma Louise Wood of Calgary, Alberta.  RSM Wood was the brother of Ian Wood, William Wood, Christine Kirkpatrick and Alvin Stewart Wood who was killed in action with the Patricia’s on 17 September 1944.  
Wood Lake, Alberta (map sheet 83M/2)  55° 09’ 15”N  118° 43’ 31”W, located southeast of Grande Prairie was named in his honour on 6 September 1951.  
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